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The 

Church Chimes 

Be It Resolved: Thoughts on a God New Year  
 
Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.  Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs. Know that the Lord 

is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. (Psalm 100: 1-3 NIV)  

 

M any New Year’s resolutions are out there!  What are yours this year?  Maybe this is the year you made a 

resolution to give up resolutions!   I heard of one resolution from a college student that went like this, 

“My New Year’s resolution is 1080p.”  Another man in his 50’s said, “A New Year's resolution is something that goes 

in one year and out the other.”  Finally, a busy executive said, “My New Year's resolution is to stop hanging out with 

people who ask me about my New Year's resolutions.” 

 

So, the Pastor is not very high on resolutions in 2019.  “But I am,” I tell myself as I write this article.  I think they are 

good things worthy of the effort.  I also think that something begun well often ends well.  That might be a better way 

to look at the New Year.  I like to think of the New Year’s Day holiday as a spring board to jump into the year.  You 

rest, reflect, then on January 2nd, voilà, you are off at full speed!  Doing what? 

Ok, I sound cynical about this whole affair, or maybe I have read too much James Joyce (actually, I prefer Melville over 

Joyce).  What am I driving at?  I think that when we think of the New Year, by all means make resolutions. At the 

same time, think about what it means to start well and finish well in life.  The Bible gives a complete guide on how to 

start and finish well in this life and the next. 

One way to start well is get priorities straight.  One way to do that as a Christian is to understand the importance of 

Worship. 

John Ortberg said:  

“I need to worship because without it I can forget that I have a big God beside me and live in fear. I need to 

worship because without it I can forget his calling and begin to live in a spirit of self-preoccupation. I need to 

worship because without it I lose a sense of wonder and gratitude and plod through life with blinders on. I 

need worship because my natural tendency is toward self-reliance and stubborn independence.” 

Ortberg may have let us in on a secret on how to make New Year’s Resolutions stick.  Human will power is a strong 

thing.  How many millions of pounds have been lost through will power?  Yet, how many billions of pounds have been 

gained by a willful spirit of “self-preoccupation?”  Worship helps us keep our priorities straight.  When we begin our 

day with worship, which can take the form of personal Bible study and prayer, we connect with the Creator of uni-

verse.  If He can’t guide us, who can?   

For five weeks I will be preaching on worship: What it is, why we worship, how to worship, how to prepare for wor-

ship, and even when we worship.  This may be a good way to face this year with a big God (the only God), and with a 

focused sense of our calling.  When we worship God, He will fill our lives with wonder and gratitude! 

Your Pastor and Friend, 

Saved by grace alone, through Christ alone, we 

love God, love others, and share the Gospel. 

From Our Pastor 



Christmas Potluck 

Dinner 

December 9, 2018 



Children’s Ministry News 
January 2019  

 

Blessings and best wishes to all of you for the New Year of our Lord, 2019!! 

 

On Sundays:   
 

During the regular Sunday morning program, nursery, Sunday School, and Children’s 

Church have all been offering special Christmas-themed lessons and activities. The last 

Sunday of the year, Sunday School took a break. We’re ready to jump back into our 

chronological study of the grand Story of the Bible in this New Year! 

 

Special Events:   

Throughout Advent, we were blessed by PCEPC families taking turns lighting the Advent Wreath. We also had young 

liturgists involved in the Advent Wreath Celebrations on Christmas Eve, and on the last Sunday of the year. This is a 

wonderful way for children, along with their families, to be involved in leading a portion of the worship service. I am 

looking forward to similar opportunities throughout the year for youngsters to actively participate in worship!  

Third Sunday in Advent, 

Anderson Family 
Second Sunday in Advent, 

Jeswilkowski Family 

First Sunday in Advent, 

Jones Family 



Fourth Sunday in Advent, 

Hutchison Family 

Last Sunday of the Year, 

Falls Family 

Christmas Eve, 

Caesar Family 

Something new this year was an added element to our annual 

Christmas Dinner on December 9, a PCEPC Talent Show…! 

It was truly exciting to see how many and varied contributions we 

got on this occasion!  Children from six families participated; and 

many of them even presented several different acts!  I am sure that 

all these children are already thinking about what talents they will 

be showcasing this year; and I hope that many adults will be joining 

them in our 2019 PCEPC Talent Show, as well!  

Caesar Family, singing Andrew Caesar 

hoola-hoop  
Matthew Caesar 

dribbling  

Above: Audrey Jeswilkowski, 

singing Right: The Nguyen-

Hutchison Gang, dancing 



Above: Audrey and 

McKenna Jeswilkowski, 

singing Below: McKenna 

Jeswilkowski, dancing 

Falls Family, skit and singing The Maentz Family, singing 

 

Please remember to check out events and announcements related to our 

Church Family from time to time on our church’s Facebook page (https://

www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-

111659865538568/ ), and also on our church website 

(www.peterscreekchurch.org)! 

 

 

 

 

Obviously, the highlights of December were our two Christmas Eve Ser-

vices. The Family Service at 5:30 pm once again featured a Still Manger 

Scene, this time enacted by fourteen of our children and youth. Thanks to Mu-

sic Director Eric Beeko, we also got to enjoy two songs presented by the 

PCEPC Boys’ Choir. (It was a Boys’ Choir since our girls were all visiting out-
of-town-grandmas’ churches on the 24th.) A moving Christmas Story read by 

Pastor Doug surrounded by children rounded out that Christmas Eve Service.  

https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-111659865538568/
https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-111659865538568/
https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-111659865538568/
http://www.peterscreekchurch.org


PCEPC Boys Choir 

performing A Spiritual 

Christmas (I’m Gonna 

Sing Wonderful Counse-

lor) 



COMING UP NEXT:   
 

Plans are underway to go bowling with the PCEPC children later 

this month (details to be announced soon!). This is always a great 

way to get moving and get warm even when it’s inhospitable out-

side; and it’s a lot of fun! 

  

 

 

 

 

…THANK YOU, Church Family, for all your support of PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry!! 

My prayer is that each and every one of you might experience God’s Peace, Guidance, 

Strengthening, and Comfort in the upcoming year. 

 

As always, if you have any concerns, questions, or suggestions, please let me know! 

 

           Yours, in Him,      

 Katie Brandt  



 

 

Pittsburgh Regional International Students Ministries (PRISM) 

The January Monthly Mission is Pittsburgh Regional International Students Ministries (PRISM).  PRISM was 

started by the Bellefield Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Oakland, PA on the campus of the University of Pittsburgh 

with the objective to share the Gospel and identify and help meet the spiritual, physical, and emotional needs of inter-

national students, scholars, and their families residing in the Pittsburgh area.  PRISM offers Bible Studies, Friendship 

Partners, Holiday Hosting, English Conversation Classes, and Women’s Ministries among other programs.  The unique 

aspect of PRISM is that it connects with and shares the Gospel with young international students who, once they re-

turn to their home country after college, are then able to share their new-found faith with their family, friends, and 

community.  This is a tremendous outreach program designed to efficiently spread the Gospel throughout the 

world.  Your contributions this month will go to support the general ministry of PRISM.  In addition to this collection 

for the general ministry of PRISM, Peters Creek has recently partnered with PRISM to provide monthly support of 

$200 to Sophia Getchell, who regularly worships with us, as a part-time staff member responsible for leading several 

of PRISM’s Women’s programs.  

January 

Mission of the Month 

 New Members 

On December 16, 2018 Darlene Cassedy was received into our 

Church Membership. On December 30, 2018 Stephanie Ander-

son and Ashley Rutherford were received into our Church 

Membership. Welcome to all. 

Baptism 

On December 30, 2018 Beau Thomas 

Marks was baptized in our Sanctuary. The 

parents are Aaron and Sandy Marks. Rose 

and Randy Fraas are the proud grandparents. 

Darlene Cassedy Doug welcoming Stephanie Anderson

(left) and Ashley Rutherford (right) 



Christmas Eve  

Candlelite Service 



 

Publication Deadlines 

Articles for the Church Chimes and 

announcements for the bulletin should be 

submitted in electronic format. 

 

Submissions for the Chimes are due no later 

than noon on the 15th of each month for the 

following month’s edition. 

 

Sunday Bulletin Submissions are due no later 

than noon each Wednesday. 

 

 

Peters Creek Evangelical  

Presbyterian Church 

A Congregation of the  

Evangelical Presbyterian Church 

608 E. McMurray Road, Suite 201 

McMurray, PA 15367 

724-941-6210  

www.peterscreekchurch.org 

Church Staff 
 

Doug Brandt 

   Senior Minister 

   doug@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Eric Beeko 

   Director of Music and Worship 

   eric@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Katie Brandt 

   Director of Children’s Ministry 

   katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Marion Maentz 

   Director of Youth Ministry 

   marion@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Cyndi Taylor 

   Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper 

   cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Notes from Angel Tree Families 

 

Dear Peters Creek Church, 

You guys are a true Christmas miracle! We don’t have the words to 

thank you for the unbelievable miracle you have done for our family. 

Bless you, we will be forever grateful! 

 Love 

 “G” Family 

 

The boys love all of their presents. We thank you so much for your gen-

erosity and the time and effort you put into helping my family. Thank you 

so very much and Happy New Year to you and your family. 

 From the “W” Family 

Our next Men’s Breakfast is Saturday, January 12th at 9:00 a.m. at the 

Bob Evans in Peters. We hope you will join us! 


